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NAATP is Changing its Look
						      …at least a Little!
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For the past eleven (11) years the look of the 
National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers 
has been characterized by the logo:

This logo has appeared on envelopes, letterhead, 
newsletters, membership certificates, brochures, the web 
area and many other pieces of printed material generated 
by NAATP.  With 2008 comes a new chapter in the history 
of NAATP.  We are completing 30 years of history and 
using this time to celebrate our 30th anniversary as well 
as position ourselves to serve you, the members of the 
association for another long stretch of time.  In preparing 
for this event, we have decided to give NAATP a new 
look, or at least a “tweaked” new look.  Shortly you will 
see the following logo associated with NAATP.

As soon as we use up the old letterhead, the 
envelopes, etc, they will be replaced with this new look 
logo.  This logo will also appear on the next edition of the 
newsletter (March 2008) which will be the first electronic 
edition.  Also, we will be working to replace the old logo 
on the web site with this new logo.

Some of you have been using the NAATP logo with 
the “member of” tag line.  We would be happy to provide you 
with a copy of the new logo with that tag line so that you can 
use this on your web site as well as on printed material.  We 
have greatly appreciated your support of NAATP and your 
proudly displaying this logo.  We hope that you will continue 
to do so in the future.

Finally, with this being the 30th anniversary, we also 
have a very special logo which will be used for events around 
this celebration.  We are proud to introduce this logo to you 
as well.

This very grand and 
special occasion of celebrating 
30 years of NAATP is one that 
we all take pride in.  We hope 
that these new logos will become 
familiar to you and that you find 
many ways to use and display.  
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Is your NAATP Membership Directory
 Listing Up to Date?

Each year the National Association of  Addiction 
Treatment Providers prints a membership directory which is 
distributed to members and other key decision makers in the 
area of  addiction treatment.  This year, the publication will 
be a very special edition since it will be the 30th Anniversary 
NAATP Membership Directory.

In order for the directory to be “optimally useful’ 
we need to make sure that the information is as up to date 
as possible.  With your membership dues invoice, you were 
reminded to check your listing and to provide the NAATP 
office with any changes, updates, etc.  The deadline is rapidly 
approaching for us to finalize any changes which will be 
included in the 2008 Membership Directory.

March 1, 2008 is the deadline for making any 
changes.  If  you have any changes to submit or if  you have 
any questions about your listing in the NAATP Membership 
Directory, be sure to contact Sherry Anderson in the NAATP 
office at sanderson@naatp.org.  Be sure to contact 
Sherry before March 1!
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That’s the Perspective of RJH

In less than 100 days, we will be gathering at the Esmer-
alda Resort and Spa in Indian Wells, California for the NAATP An-
nual Leadership Conference, but more importantly to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the National Association of Addiction 
Treatment Providers.  Little did those brave and visionary indi-
viduals who signed the articles of incorporation in 1978 know 
that their association would attract organizations from Maine to 
Montana, from California to Connecticut, from Texas to British 
Columbia, from Ontario to Okalahoma. Who would have known! 
	 These same visionary individuals would also not have 
known that this group of ten would very quickly grow to a 
membership of nearly 700 in the late 1980’s.  In just 10 years, 
NAATP would burst onto the scene and represent some of the 
largest and the best providers of addiction treatment.  Then 
again, those same visionary figures in 1978 would not have 
known that even quicker than it took to reach 700 members, the 
membership of NAATP would tumble to below 100.  Managed 
care, discrimination, Newsweek, CBS Stories and so many other 
events contributed to create a climate which made it unpopular 
to seek treatment for addiction and difficult if not impossible 
to operate a business delivering addiction treatment.  So the 
thirty year history of NAATP (1978-2008) has been anything 
but a straight line!  

It is precisely because our history has been so dynamic 
that we deserve and, in fact, must celebrate our history. We must 
remember where we came from, who has provided vision and 
leadership, and where we yet must go.

As we look back in the archives of NAATP, we see that 
we celebrated the 15th anniversary of NAATP with a “black tie” 
event in Chicago.   We were pretty snappy then as we used a big 
fancy hotel in downtown Chicago and had a very nice dance 
as part of the celebration.  More than likely we thought that it 
could only get better.  That was 1993.  Then five years later in 
1998, our membership had dropped to below 100.  Not only 
did we not have a dinner dance at the 20th anniversary, we 
hardly had a dinner as only 65 persons were in attendance for 
this annual conference.  

But being the resilient types that we are, when 2003 
rolled around we were ready to really do it up right and cel-
ebrate our 25th anniversary.  So the Esmeralda Resort and Spa 
was the location for this 25th anniversary with a wonderful 
luncheon.  Unfortunately the luncheon was held outside and 
the temperature was so hot that those in attendance had to 
place their silverware in their water glass so that they could 
hold them.  A memorable if not humorous event!  Despite the 
temperature and the unfortunate decision to hold the luncheon 
outside, we had the absolute privilege of having President and 
Mrs. Ford attend our celebration and share some absolutely 
inspiring thoughts.

Which brings us to 2008 and the 30th anniversary of 
the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers.  We 
will again be at the Esmeralda Resort and Spa in Indian Wells, 
Ca.  There will be no luncheon outside!  All of our celebrations 
will be inside the climate controlled facilities provided by 
this very fine resort.  We anticipate that we will have over 100 
exhibitors at this event and are planning on a total number 
of attendees to exceed 400.  We have come a long way in ten 
years when we hardly mentioned the fact that in 1998 it was 
our 20th anniversary.  

In addition to all the other events, we will have a very 
special 70’s themed party on Tuesday evening, May 20, 2008.  
This themed party will help us all remember the 70’s and the 
incorporation of NAATP.  Lava lamps will be on the tables, but 
bell bottom pants and leisure suits are optional!

  The featured highlight of this celebration will be the 
release of the publication on the history of the National Associa-
tion of Addiction Treatment Providers.  Several years ago, the 
board of directors of NAATP engaged William White to prepare 
this history for this celebration.  We are all familiar with William 
and the excellent and professional style that he brings to any 
project.  William has sifted through the documents, the pictures 
and more importantly the interviews related to NAATP and 
have put together a very valuable and much needed history of 
NAATP.  The history is built around the voices of those who have 
offered leadership and who have been so very much a part of 
the history of NAATP these past 30 years.  

If NAATP is to have another 30 years or more, it is ab-
solutely essential that we all know where we came from, who 
the guiding forces were that helped to birth, nurture and grow 
this organization and what were the key issues that were the 
focus of our attention for these past 30 years.  To know where 
you are going, it is important to know where you came from.  
This celebration, this history, will provide some of the answers to 
where we came from.  It is then up to all of us to make the very 
important decisions as to where we are going in the future.

Come to Indian Wells, California May 18-21, 2008 and 
be part of the celebration, get caught up in the excitement and 
be part of the future.   
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2008 NAATP Benchmark Survey Ready to be Completed!

For over ten years the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers has been the leader in providing 
“benchmark” information to its members concerning the delivery of addiction treatment and the operation of addiction 
treatment programs.  Benchmarking turns your data into useful and valuable information.  Every quality provider of ad-
diction treatment should participate in a process to obtain information concerning their operations as it is benchmarked 
against other organizations providing similar services and operating in similar ways.

As a member of the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers you can participate in this process as 
a member benefit.  You can access the survey online at http://www.naatp.org/survey/benchmark_survey/.  We 
encourage you to complete the survey online, however, you may download a copy of the survey, fill it out and send it to 
the NAATP office.  In order to access the results, you must participate in the survey process.

The cutoff date for completing the survey is March 28, 2008.  The results of the survey will be available prior to the 
annual conference.  If you have any questions on the survey, on the completion process, etc, please contact Angela Abshire 
in the NAATP office at aabshire@naatp.org.    In addition to the “generic” report which is produced for everyone who 
participates, you will have an opportunity to order custom reports which will allow you to sort the information in ways 
most useful to you.  

Do not delay.   The survey is ready for you to enter your data!
http://www.naatp.org/survey/benchmark_survey/
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NAATP Members
Welcome New

N A AT P 
Annual Leadership Conference
30th Anniversary Celebration

The program has been finalized, the registration brochures 
have been mailed and there are less than 100 days till the 
big event.  There will be a golf outing, over 100 exhibits, 
awards, networking, a 70’s Party to celebrate the incorpora-
tion of NAATP in 1978 and so much more.  All it takes is for 
you to register so that you are present at the Esmeralda Re-
sort and Spa in Indian Wells California, May 18 -21, 2008.

In addition to the many other wonderful events which have 
been planned, those persons registering for the conference 
will receive a copy of the “just released” history of NAATP.  
This history written by William White will feature the voices 
of those who have been so important to the association dur-
ing its first 30 years.  Be sure to attend so that you receive a 
copy of this publication.

If you do not have a copy of the registration brochure, you 
can find one at www.naatp.org/conferences.  

See you in California for this very special celebration of the 
30th anniversary of NAATP! 

Additional opportunities remain to support the Annu-
al Conference, 30th Anniversary Calendar or the Writ-
ten History of NAATP.  Please contact Sherry Anderson 
at sanderson@naatp.org or 717-392-8480 for details.

Brown Consulting Chooses NextStep as Partner
Leading Behavioral Health Consulting Company will offer 

NextStep’s Solution Suite to Clients  

	 Toledo, OH, February 5, 2008 – Brown Consulting (BC) 
today announced the signing of a letter of intent for a strategic 
alliance with NextStep Solutions, Inc. (NSSI), a leading Michigan 
provider of decision support software to the behavioral health 
industry.  This agreement will offer mental health, addictions 
and social services organizations nation-wide the opportunity to 
improve their operations by using the NextStep Solutions Suite 
for a very cost-conscious investment resulting in efficiencies to 
operations while also ensuring regulatory compliance.		
	 “We chose NextStep Solutions as our teammate for two 
reasons.  First, after much research, our staff determined that this 
system offered a full-featured intuitive Web-based mental health/
substance abuse patient management information system with in-
teractive forms for admissions processes including mental health, 
addictions and physical evaluations and nursing assessments,” 
said Dan Brown, President of BC.  “Second, the industry and more 
specifically our customers have requested a proven commercial 
off-the-shelf medical records management system that allows for 
the implementation of comprehensive care plans, permitting the 
professional staff to provide consistent quality treatment and the 
ability to measure the effectiveness of changes. The alliance is 
in response to that demand and will provide our customers the 
most powerful and affordable solution available.”
	 “NextStep was specifically designed for behavioral 
health outpatient services, residential care, and private practices 
and developed with total provider involvement.  Our electronic 
health record software is built on a platform that allows rapid 
positioning and seamless integration into all the premier sched-
uling and billing packages,” noted David Ballenberger, President, 
NextStep Solutions, Inc. According to David, “NextStep Solution’s 
proven systems allow staff members to electronically access and 
process patient records from a single and secure repository and 
definitively enhances diagnostic and coding procedures. While 
a facility administrator (Rose Hill, MI), I personally witnessed 
the installation and rapid staff acceptance of NextStep … it was 
amazing!” We look forward to offering our products and services 
to the nation though Dan Brown’s talented team of subject mat-
ter experts.
	 “NextStep is the complete answer for community-based 
programs, institutional providers, private programs and therapist.” 
remarked Ross Calvin, Vice President of Consulting, BC.  He added, 
“The customized search capabilities are one of the greatest as-
sets of NextStep.  He also noted that, “having up-to-date, clinically 
meaningful data immediately available helps clients make better 
informed treatment decisions.  Since the records are no longer 
static documents, providers are able to easily access and maxi-
mize the use of the information in each client’s record, allowing 
for a seamless integration between the medical and therapeutic 
treatment components.  Preparing for Joint Commission and 
CARF surveys with NextStep can save numerous hours and re-
sources and establish immediate program credibility.”

For More Information, please contact:
Erin Brown, Consultant, Brown Consulting, Ltd.
ebrown@danbrownconsulting.com

Bay Recovery Centers
San Diego, CA

Arche Wellness
Allison Park, PA

Clinique Nouveau Depart
Quebec, CANADA

The PAC Program
Long Island City, NY

Mayo Clinic
Rochester, MN

Zia Transition Home
Sedona, AZ
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2008 Advocacy in Action Conference
March 9-11, 2008

Doubletree Crystal City
Arlington, VA

There is a lot going on in Washington, DC these days; parity 
legislation, national health insurance discussions, budget cuts 
and debates to only name a few.  In order that those providing 
addiction treatment have their views known, they need to be 
visible.  March 9-11, 2008 is one of our times to be visible.  The 
2008 Advocacy in Action Conference is co-hosted by NAATP 
and NAADAC as an opportunity to bring together individuals 
and organizations from the addiction treatment field so that our 
views, voices and concerns can be known.

During these three days there will be presentations on:
Current Policy impacting Addiction Professionals and Treat-•	
ment Providers
Everyday Advocacy•	
Briefings•	

And even more importantly, there will be opportunities to make 
appointments and to meet with legislators and their staff on 
Capitol Hill.

This is where you need to be on March 9-11, 2008.  If you have not 
registered, do so today.  You can find the registration brochure at 
http://www.naatp.org/pdf/conferences/08Advocacy_
in_Action_Brochure.pdf

Your voice is important and it needs to be heard!

CARON TREATMENT CENTERS, internationally recognized 
for excellence in chemical dependency treatment, is seeking 
the following:

Director of Aftercare Services

This position plays a key role in coordinating aftercare ser-
vices within Caron’s continuum.  You will be charged with 
program and staff development efforts as well as marketing 
initiatives for Continuing Care Services.  In addition, you will 
build a team of Aftercare providers and play an integral role 
in the patient’s continuing care.  You will also be responsible 
for reporting outcomes from our aftercare efforts.   Master’s 
Degree in Human Services and CAC preferred with extensive 
knowledge of the continuum of Chemical Dependency Treat-
ment including 12-step programs.  Five years exp. in Rehab 
or Hospital Admissions/Intake or Aftercare planning required. 
Must have fluid communication and public speaking skills 
and ability to travel as required.

We offer an excellent total compensation package including 
relocation assistance.
Please submit resume and salary requirements to: 
Caron Treatment Centers, 
Galen Hall Road, PO Box 150, 
Wernersville, PA  19565 
Attn: Recruiter.  Fax: 610-678-8583
Email: recruiter@caron.org
www.caron.org

This will be the last “hard” copy of the NAATP Newsletter

	 After 30 years of publishing a newsletter in various formats, the National Association of Addiction Treatment 
Providers will be making the transition to an electronic newsletter.  In addition to the environmental factor which has 
led us to this decision, the printing costs and the postage costs (another postage hike is anticipated in late spring of 
2008) continue to rise.  We have already begun to send out an increased amount of information electronically that it is 
a natural step for us to transition NAATP Visions to an electronic publication.
	 This issue, Volume14NO2, will be the last printed and mailed issue of NAATP Visions.  Beginning in March, with 
Volume14NO3, you will receive your copy of this newsletter as an email attachment in PDF format.  We have worked 
extremely hard to make sure that our email list is as up to date as possible.  If you have any doubts about our having 
the correct email address, contact Sherry Anderson in the NAATP office at sanderson@naatp.org.
	 Additionally, we have found that a number of you have servers which block us from sending you attachments.  
We have tried to contact you and inform you of this situation and ask that you work with your IT staff to get the proper 
and correct settings.  In addition to the migration to an electronic newsletter, you will find that the newsletter has been 
re-designed and that it will now appear in four brilliant colors.  All of these improvements and enhancements we hope 
you will enjoy.  

Look for your first edition of NAATP Visions 
arriving in your “in box” toward the end of March 2008.

Career Opportunities



Blockhouse…Providing furniture for special needs since 1971
Blockhouse Furniture Co.     3285 Farmtrail Road     York, PA 17406     800.346.1126     blockhouse.com

Today’s consumers want to be informed…before you make your next furniture purchase, 
check out our Education Module for all you need to know about buying furniture made 

specifically for those with Special Needs. www.blockhouse.com/education

series by BlockhouseAmbassador Rolled Arm

The rolled arm series features a variation in design 

that offers a softer more residential look and appeal. 

Both seat and back cushions are reversible so they 

can be flipped over when soiled. Fabric seams are 

triple needle stiched using reinforcing tape on the 

back side of the seam for strength. All upholstery 

is applied with heavy duty hook and loop fasteners 

(Velcro) easily removable for cleaning or replacement. 

The back cushion has a no-sag spring installed at the 

base of the cushion to provide ergonomically correct 

lumbar support. Ambassador is built to last, bolted 

together using solid steel brackets; your assurance

of the Blockhouse guarantee of durability.

Value
When dollars get tight, you must consider your Return On Investment;
shortsighted choices may damage your long-term program. Buying Blockhouse
furniture is more than just a purchase - it’s an investment in style, quality
and durability. Our customers demand it, our reputation depends on it.

ad_10_07.indd   1 10/8/2007   9:30:26 AM
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In 2008, NAATP will celebrate its 30th anniversary.  William White 
has written a book detailing its history that will be available 
soon. The purpose of this message isn’t to promote the book, 
but more importantly to encourage you to remember and cel-
ebrate the history of our field and the history of your institu-
tion.  We must all remember and celebrate our past - - because 
it belongs to all of us!

In addition to NAATP marking its 30th anniversary, Father 
Martin’s Ashley will also celebrate its 25th anniversary in 2008. 
Caron Treatment Centers and Alina Lodge celebrated 50 years 
in 2007 and The Betty Ford Center and Marworth celebrated 
25 years.  All of these institutions made a “big deal” out of their 
anniversary year, holding numerous celebrations to commemo-
rate the past. They highlighted the vision of their founders 
and gave gratitude for the early pioneers of their institutions 
who overcame obstacles to ensure that the current and future 
generation of employees, alumni, and other members of their 
constituency would benefit from the values and traditions of 
those who went before them.  

Such is the case with NAATP as we celebrate our 30th anniver-
sary, this May in Indian Wells, California.  We will acknowledge 
and pay tribute to the visionaries who saw the need for a Na-
tional Association of Addiction Treatment Providers.  We will 
salute those pioneers who overcame challenges in a field that 
has been plagued by “ups and downs” and we will highlight 
the values and esteemed character of those that have gone 
before us.

With the growth of the recovery realm over the past decade, 
many new facilities, and service providers, have entered this 
field. Like their senior counterparts, it is important for new treat-
ment facilities to formally record their history and acknowledge 
the contributions of their founders. I would like to encourage 
you to take two important actions.  First, learn about the field. 
Understand from whence we came. Clearly knowing the history 
of addiction treatment will help you appreciate the background 
of your association, but also I believe it goes far beyond that 
and everyone should be familiar with those individuals and 
institutions that helped to establish the addiction treatment 
field as we know it today. William White’s Slaying the Dragon 
is a great resource for a thorough overview of treatment and 
recovery in the United States.

Secondly, I would encourage you to record your history.  Keep 
track of the individuals and events that provide your organiza-
tion with the values and character your organization embod-
ies today. Anniversary years that end in 5 and 10 are clearly 
great opportunities to formally mark your history and alumni 
reunions are wonderful opportunities to share a “walk down 
memory lane” with your constituency. However, I encourage 
you to start preparing right away for those red-letter dates in 
your institution’s history. You will need to apprise your em-
ployees as you begin to record your history so that your staff 
understands how your history fits into that of the overall field 
and the important role they will play in future reunions. This 
can be readily done during orientation, annual all employee 
meetings or other appropriate employee events.  

You may even begin to make your history visible to your alumni, 
patients and visitors, as do many older institutions such as 
Caron.  Caron has a Heritage Center, which displays archives 
with a timeline highlighting those important developments 
over the past 50 years. Memorabilia, artifacts, pictures, and 
even audio and video clippings from our founders and other 
key leaders provide a detailed narrative of Caron’s story.  We 
have also published Caron’s history in “coffee table” books for 
alumni, referents, and employees.

As you can see, there are many ways that you can record and 
share your history with your constituency. It’s not important 
how you do it, only that you do it.  I would like to encourage 
all of you to “just do it.”  Our past (the fields’ and our respective 
institutions) - - is what makes us unique; it’s all ours - - we just 
need to remember that and celebrate it!

CELEBRATE YOUR HISTORY - - IT’S ALL YOURS!

Doug Tieman, President/CEO
Caron Foundation, Wernersville, PA

NAATP Board Member
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The Ben Franklin Institute will 
hold the following Summits for Clinical Exce-
lence: April 11-13, 2008 in CHICAGO, IL;  
August 14-16, 2008 in PARK CITY , UT;  Oct. 
23-26, 2008 in TEMPE, AZ and also the 2nd An-
nual National Eating Disorder Conference June 
5-8, 2008 in LAS VEGAS, NV.  For more info visit 
www.bmisummit.com

NAATP is co-sponsoring its first 
advocacy-focused conference March 9-11, 
2008, in Washington, DC. The Advocacy in 
Action conference, organized in conjunction 
with NAADAC will feature trainings by leading 
addiction policy experts from both in and out 
of government. Attendees will learn the tools 
needed to promote effective addiction treat-
ment and recovery, and they will put those skills 
into action by meeting with their members of 
Congress. The conference will be held at Crystal 
City DoubleTree, 300 Army-Navy Drive, Arlington, 
VA 22202, 800.222.8733, www.doubletreecrys-
talcity.com. For more information, visit www.
naadac.org and click “Upcoming Events” or 
contact NAATP-NAADAC Govt. Relations Liaison 
Daniel Guarnera at dguarnera@naadac.org or 
703.741.7686 x129.
	 Haymarket Center will present 
the 2008 Spring Workshop Series starting on 
March 1, 2008, thru April 19, 2008 
(selected Saturdays) at Haymarket Center, 932 

W. Washington, Chicago, Illinois.  Top-
ics include: Toward Best Practices in 
Women’s Treatment of Substance Use 
Disorders; Changing Men’s Narratives in 
Early Recovery and Re-Entry; DUI—Up-
date 2008; The Intersect of Sexual Trauma 
and Substance Abuse; and Motherhood 
and Substance Use—The Relationships 
Women Have With Their Children.  For 
more information, contact Carol Blyskal 
at (312) 226-7984  x314 or view our web-
site at www.hcenter.org.  Pre-registration 
is required.
	 Serenity House, Inc. will 
present A Night To Honor Henry Tews, 
Founder and President Emeritus of
Serenity House, Inc. on Saturday, May 
3rd, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at the Empress 
Banquets in Addison, IL  60101.  Call 
(630) 620-6616 X129 for additional 
details.
	 NAATP will hold it’s 30th 
Anniversary Celebration and An-
nual Conference in Indian Wells, 
CA, May 18 - 21, 2008.  For more 
information or registration mate-
rial please visit www.naatp.org
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